Documentation of abdominal exploration during laparoscopic cholecystectomy.
To assess the documentation of intraperitoneal exploration and events during laparoscopic cholecystectomy, we reviewed 200 dictated operative reports from eight different institutions. The 200 laparoscopic cholecystectomies were performed by 40 different surgeons on 158 female patients and 42 male patients. A description of the gallbladder was included in 134 (67%) reports and not mentioned in 66 (33%) reports. Fifty-four (27%) reports did not mention any intraperitoneal findings away from the gallbladder. Another 36 (18%) of the reports contained only a general comment indicating that no abnormalities were seen in the abdomen (excluding the gallbladder). The other 110 (55%) reports mentioned at least one specific site or finding in the abdomen other than the gallbladder. The most commonly mentioned sites were the liver, bowel, and stomach. Only 42 (21%) operative notes described what happened to the gallbladder contents: 30 described spillage of bile and/or gallstones and 12 stated that no spillage occurred. Laparoscopic cholecystectomy operative notes have often lacked a description of gallbladder appearance, documentation of abdominal exploration, and/or documentation of complete removal of the gallbladder and its contents.